
The 
Panama Canal 

Orient 
 

Volume LVIII       July 2006 – December 2006   No. 2 
 

May The Holiday Season 
Bring To Each One Of You 

Joy and Contentment… 
 
 
 
 

And May The New Year 
Bring Fondest Dreams Come True 

Is The Earnest Wish Of The 
Panama Canal Scottish Rite Officers  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

184th Semi-Annual Reunions 
 

Lodge of Perfection and Chapter of Rose Croix 
March 16 - 17, 2007 

 
Council of Kadosh and Consistory 

March 17, 2007 



The Panama Canal Orient 2 

 

 
 
 
 

- Presiding Officers - 
 

David K. Bishop, 32°, KCCH 
Venerable Master, 

Lodge of Perfection 
 

Leslie R. Thomas, 32° 
Wise Master, 

Chapter of Rose Croix 
 

Robert B. Dunn, 32°, KCCH 
Commander, 

Council of Kadosh. 
 

Glen Hutchinson, 32° 
Master of Kadosh, 

Consistory 
 
 

- Administrative Staff - 
 

Darryl Dalley, 32° 
Secretary/Recorder/Registrar 

 
Jack R. Tutzauer, 33° 

Treasurer 
 

Dean C. Homa, 33° 
Almoner 

 
 

TEL: (507) 228-4669 
FAX: (507) 211-1460 

 
E-MAIL: 

pcsrb@panamamasons.net 

 
 
 
 

- Committees - 
 

Degree Team 
 

David K. Bishop, 32°, KCCH 
 

Jack R. Tutzauer, 33° (Scripts) 
 

Stage 
 

Bruce M. Homa, 33° 
 

Electrical 
 

Rudyard Duarte, 32° 
 

Music – Sound 
 

Helmut Stoeberl, 32°, KCCH 
 

Robe Room 
 

Manuel Cuza, 33° 
 

Class Director 
 

Rolando A. Linares, Jr., 33°

 

The Panama Canal Orient 
is published by the authority of the 
Panama Canal Scottish Rite Bodies 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite 

of Freemasonry 
Apartado 0843-00917,  

Panama, Republic of Panama 
in the interest of Freemasonry 

at the Panama Canal. 
 
 
 

Dean C. Homa, 33° 
Editor 

 
A l l e g i a n c e  

The Bodies of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite  

which sit in the Valley of Balboa, Orient of the Panama 

Canal, are of Obedience to the Supreme Council (Mother 

Council of the World) of the Inspectors General Knights 

Commander of the House of the Temple of Solomon of 

the Thirty-third and last Degree of the Ancient and 

Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Southern 

Jurisdiction of the United States of America, whose See 

is in Charleston in the State of South Carolina, of which: 

 

Ronald A. Seale, 33° 
is Sovereign Grand Commander 

 

John E. Moyer, 33° 

is Grand Secretary General 

 

Arthur J. Kerr, 33°, G.C. 

is Deputy of the Supreme Council 

in the Orient of the Panama Canal 

 

James E. Cook, 33° 
is the Personal Representative of 

The Deputy of the Supreme Council 

- Subscription One Dollar Per Year - 

PANAMA CANAL SCOTTISH RITE BODIES 

MEETINGS LODGE OF 
PERFECTION 

CHAPTER OF 
ROSE CROIX 

COUNCIL OF 
KADOSH 

CONSISTORY 

STATED 
MEETINGS 

 
Second Saturday of each 
month, at 9:30 a.m., except 
third Saturday in January. 

 
Third Saturday in January. 
Second Saturday of March, 
May, October and December 
at 10:30 a.m. 

 
Third Saturday in January. 
Second Saturday of March, 
May, October and December 
at 10:30 a.m. 

 
Third Saturday in January. 
Second Saturday of March, 
July, October and 
December at 10:30 a.m. 

REUNIONS  
Third Friday and Saturday 
of March and October. 

 
Third Saturday of  
March and October. 

 
Third Friday and Saturday of  
March and October. 

 
Third Saturday of  
March and October. 
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Panama Canal 
Scottish Rite Bodies 

184th Semi-Annual Reunions 
 

The Officers of the Panama Canal 
Scottish Rite Bodies announce the 
following schedule for the 184th 

Semi-Annual Reunions: 
 

Panama Canal 
Lodge of Perfection 

and Chapter of Rose Croix 
 

The Reunion will be held on 
Friday evening and Saturday, 
March 16 and 17, 2007, conferring 
the 4th to 18th Degrees of the 
Scottish Rite, inclusive.  The fee 
for the Lodge of Perfection is $100 
and the fee for the Chapter of Rose 
Croix is $50.  Dues are $50 and 
cover dues of the Panama Canal 
Scottish Rite Bodies for 2007. 
Candidates must complete 
registration in the Secretary's 
office by 5:30 p.m. on Friday, 
March 16, 2007. 
 

Panama Canal 
Council of Kadosh 

and Consistory 
 

The Reunion will be held on 
Saturday morning and afternoon, 
March 17, 2006, conferring the 
19th to 32nd Degrees of the Scottish 
Rite, inclusive.  The fee for the 
Council of Kadosh is $50 and the 
fee for the Consistory is $50.  
Candidates must complete 
registration in the Secretary's 
office by 7:45 a.m. on Saturday, 
March 17, 2007. 
 
 
 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE OUR ADDRESS CHANGE 
 
All postal boxes in Panama have undergone a change in number.  For our 
local members, please inform us of your new address so we can update 
our records. 
 
The Panama Canal Scottish Rite postal address has also changed.  Please 
note our new postal address. 
 

Panama Canal Scottish Rite Bodies 
Apartado 0843- 00917 
Panama, Republic of Panama 
 

 
 
 

 
The Deputy of the Supreme Council, 33° 

In the Orient of the Panama Canal 
Illustrious Arthur J. Kerr, 33°, G. C. 

And the 
Officers of the 

Panama Canal Scottish Rite Bodies 
Extend Warm Holiday Greetings 

To you and your Family 
And Sincere Wishes  

For a Prosperous New Year 

 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MASTERS 
OF THE ROYAL SECRET: 

 
 

Brother Gerardo F. Solis, 32º 
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NOTES FROM THE DEPUTY 
   

 
 
 

It seems that I closed my eyes and went to bed and woke up the following morning and the year was gone 
by.  It's amazing that when you get busy, how fast time goes by.  And believe me, I have been busy, what with 
being the Deputy and also the Recorder for Abou Saad Shrine and keeping up with the Blue Lodge, things just 
seem to move along.  What a great and wonderful year it has been for me.  Support came whenever and wherever 
it was needed and without a doubt we had an outstanding and successful year.  I believe the highlight of the year 
was the installation of the new Masters of the Royal Secret conducted at the premises of the District Grand Lodge 
earlier this year.  I can't thank Illustrious Rolando A. Linares, Jr. enough for his dedication and knowledge in this 
respect.  This was an event that reflected great credit upon all who participated in its planning and execution.  I 
must thank all who joined in the activities of the Panama Canal Scottish Rite Bodies this year.   You have all 
made it a memorable year for me.  Responsibility can be a heavy burden, but with the support from my brothers, 
my load was easy to carry.  I thank you all for the privilege of serving as your Deputy and look forward to 
continuing this wonderful association in our most beloved institution. 
 
 

DUES NOTICE 
 
 The Supreme Council has instituted a new system for the payment of dues which in effect saves your 
Temple some money in mailing out dues notices.  The new procedure works on the honor system.  If you have 
paid your previous years dues prior to a cut off date (July 15), you will receive a letter signed by the Sovereign 
Grand Commander thanking you for your pasts efforts and included in this letter will be your next year 
membership card.  What is required of you then is to separate your card from the attached letter and mail your 
payment direct to your Temple.  What this does is that you will have your membership card and I will not be 
required to mail you your card.  Please take notice of this as some members have received this letter from the 
Sovereign Grand Commander and did not pay too much attention to the letter and either filed or destroyed their 
card. 
 
 I have tried diligently to insure that all the information that I send to the Supreme Council and they in turn 
send this information to the computer company on contract for printing of the dues notices and cards are correct, I 
can only be as correct with the information which you have provided to me, such as change of address and other 
pertinent information.  Please try to keep me informed of any changes taking place. 
 
 Last, but certainly not least, is the fact that all mail to the Panama Canal Scottish Rite Bodies, whether dues 
payments or other communications, must be mailed to the following address with FOREIGN AIRMAIL 
POSTAGE on the envelope to insure delivery: 
 

PANAMA CANAL SCOTTISH RITE BODIES 
P.O. Box 0843-00917 

PANAMA, REP. OF PANAMA 
 
 I appreciate your cooperation. 
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Off icers  2007  
 
 

LODGE OF PERFECTION
 

V.:M.:...................................................Leslie R. Thomas 
Senior Warden....................................Victor M. Ramirez 
Junior Warden..................................... Joseph L. Salterio 
Orator .....................................................Bruce M. Homa 
Almoner ...................................................Dean C. Homa 
Secretary......................................Rolando A. Linares, Jr. 
Treasurer ...............................................Jack R. Tutzauer 
 

 
Prelate.................................................Glen Hutchinson 
Master of Ceremonies .............................Roy E. Smith 
Expert................................................. Helge Skjelfjord 
Assistant Expert .............................Wallace M. Snyder 
Captain of the Host .............................Helmut Stoeberl 
Tyler...........................................Clarence C. McNeese 
 
 

CHAPTER OF ROSE CROIX
 
Wise Master ................................... Samuel A. Anderson 
Senior Warden........................................Bruce M. Homa 
Junior Warden..................................George O’Masta Jr. 
Orator .....................................................Helmut Stoeberl 
Almoner ...................................................Dean C. Homa 
Secretary......................................Rolando A. Linares, Jr. 
 

 
Treasurer ............................................Jack R. Tutzauer 
Master of Ceremonies ........................ Helge Skjelfjord 
Expert......................................................Roy E. Smith 
Assistant Expert ..................................... Andres Suchy 
Captain of the Temple.....................Rudyard S. Duarte 
Tyler...........................................Clarence C. McNeese 
 
 

COUNCIL OF KADOSH
 
Commander ..........................................Melvin J. Nickell 
First Lt. Commander........................... Joseph L. Salterio 
Second Lt. Commander........................Leslie R. Thomas 
Chancellor ..........................................Victor M. Ramirez 
Orator .................................................. C. William Homa 
Almoner ...................................................Dean C. Homa 
Secretary......................................Rolando A. Linares, Jr. 
Treasurer ...............................................Jack R. Tutzauer 
Master of Ceremonies ............................Bruce M. Homa 

 
Turcoplier............................................Helmut Stoeberl 
Draper...................................................Allan V. Lokan 
First Deacon.......................................Arie Van Bueren 
Second Deacon........................................Ray A. Henry 
Bearer of the Beauseant ...............George O’Masta, Jr.  
Bearer of the White Std..................Manuel J. Arguello 
Bearer of the Black Std. .....................David K. Bishop 
Lt. of the Guard .........................Benito Colon-Sanchez 
Sentinel.......................................Clarence C. McNeese 
 
 

CONSISTORY 
 

Master of Kadosh................................ Joseph L. Salterio 
Prior.....................................................William J. Griffin 
Preceptor ............................................... Helge Skjelfjord 
Chancellor ..................................................Roy E. Smith 
Minister of State.......................................Victor D. Cruz 
Almoner ...................................................Dean C. Homa 
Secretary......................................Rolando A. Linares, Jr. 

Treasurer ............................................Jack R. Tutzauer 
Prelate.............................................Wallace M. Snyder 
Master of Ceremonies ..................George O’Masta, Jr. 
Expert........................................Benito Colon-Sanchez 
Assistant Expert ...................................Henry F. Smith 
Captain of the Guard .......................Rudyard S. Duarte 
Sentinel.......................................Clarence C. McNeese 
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184th Semi-Annual Reunion Schedule 
 

Lodge of Perfection 
Ineffable Degrees 

4º to 14º 
Chapter of Rose Croix 

Historical and Religious Degrees 
15º to 18º 

 
- Friday, March 16, 2007 - 

 
  4º Secret Master .................................................................................................................. 6:30 p.m. 
  5º through 13 º ..........................................................................................Communicated 7:15 p.m. 
 14º Perfect Elu ...................................................................................................................... 8:30 p.m. 
 

* Refreshments in the Banquet Hall * 
 

- Saturday, March 17, 2007 - 
 
 15º Knight of the East through  
 18º Knight Rose Croix - Dark Section.........................................................Communicated 8:00 a.m. 
 18º Knight Rose Croix - Light Section ..................................................................................8:45 a.m. 
 

Council of Kadosh 
Philosophical and Chivalric Degrees 

19º to 30º 
Consistory 

Ceremonial and Official Degrees 
31º to 32º 

 
 
 19º Pontiff through 
 30º Knight Kadosh or Knight of the Black and White Eagle 
  First and Second Apartments..............................................................Communicated 10:30 a.m. 
 30º Knight Kadosh or Knight of the Black and White Eagle 
  Third and Fourth Apartment ........................................................................................ 12:45 p.m. 
 31º Inspector Inquisitor................................................................................Communicated 2:30 p.m. 
 32º Master of the Royal Secret - First Apartment .......................................Communicated 2:30 p.m. 
 32º Master of the Royal Secret - Second Apartment ............................................................ 3:00 p.m. 
 

* Class Photograph - 2:45 p.m. * 
Dress: Candidates in Coat and Tie - Officers in Black Tuxedo 

* Lunch will be served in the Banquet Hall * 
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GRAND CROSS 
 
Person Received G.C. 33° K.C.C.H. 
 
Donald P. Garrido, 33° October 5, 1999 October 19, 1983 October 15, 1979 
Arthur J. Kerr, 33°* October  7, 2003 October 22, 1991 October 19, 1987 
 

 

INSPECTORS GENERAL HONORARY 
 
Person Received  33° K.C.C.H. 
 
Hugo A. Adams, 33°...................................................................................November 18, 1979 ............................................. October 15, 1973 
Raymond E. Allen, 33° ...............................................................................November 11, 1973 ............................................. October 10, 1969 
Frederick N. Boalt, 33° ...................................................................................October 23, 1985 ............................................. October 19, 1981 
W. Eugene Bondurant, 33° ..............................................................................January 10, 1982............................................. October 20, 1975 
William H. Breaden, 33°**...........................................................................November 6, 1977 ............................................. October 15, 1973 
James E. Cook, 33° .........................................................................................October 19, 1993 ............................................. October 19, 1987 
Glenn A. Crowther, 33°....................................................................................October 4, 2005 ................................................October 3, 2001  
Victor D. Cruz, 33°.........................................................................................October 18, 1989 ............................................. October 19, 1981 
Manuel Cuza, 33°..............................................................................................October 4, 2005 ..........................................November 22, 1995 
John J. Dorsa, 33°............................................................................................January 10, 1982............................................. October 17, 1977 
Murray Falk, 33°...............................................................................................October 4, 2005 ................................................October 3, 2001 
Ralph K. Frangioni, 33° ...............................................................................December 15, 1961 ............................................. October 21, 1957 
William E. Froude, 33° ...................................................................................October 22, 1991 ............................................. October 19, 1987 
Norris F. Fussell, 33° ........................................................................................October 7, 1997 ............................................. October 20, 1975 
Richard A. Gilman, 33°** ..............................................................................October 19, 1983 ............................................. October 17, 1977 
Earl R. Hancock, 33°.........................................................................................October 4, 2005 ..............................................October 17, 1977 
Albert F. Hanson, 33°.......................................................................................October 4, 2005 ..............................................October 20, 1975 
Bruce M. Homa, 33°.........................................................................................October 4, 2005 ............................................. October 18, 1993 
Dean C. Homa, 33° ...........................................................................................October 7, 1997 ............................................. October 21, 1991 
Gary L. Jugle, 33° .............................................................................................October 7, 1997 ............................................. October 18, 1993 
James H. Johnson, 33°......................................................................................October 7, 2003 ....................................... November 21, 1997 
George F. Klein, 33° .........................................................................................October 3, 2001 ..........................................November 22, 1995 
Charles R. Lavallee, 33°** .........................................................................November 18, 1979 ............................................. October 15, 1973 
Rolando A. Linares, Jr., 33°.............................................................................January 10, 1982............................................. October 17, 1977 
Allan V. Lokan , 33°. ........................................................................................October 7, 2003 ..........................................November 19, 1999 
Gilberto Marrero-Camacho, 33° .....................................................................October 19, 1993 ............................................. October 21, 1985 
Robert L. McAuslin, 33° ............................................................................November 23, 1975 ............................................. October 18, 1971 
Clarence C. McNeese, 33°..............................................................................October 17, 1979 ............................................. October 20, 1975 
Woodrow C. Mitchell, 33°................................................................................October 4, 2005 ............................................. October 21, 1991 
Edwin L. Rindfusz, 33°...................................................................................October 19, 1983 ............................................. October 15, 1979 
Robert T. Russell, Jr., 33°.................................................................................October 5, 1999 ............................................. October 18, 1993 
Robert U. Schultz, 33°....................................................................................October 21, 1987 ............................................. October 19, 1981 
Thomas E. Sellers, 33°......................................................................................October 7, 1997 ............................................. October 17, 1983 
Henry F. Smith, Jr., 33°. ...................................................................................October 7, 2003 ..........................................November 22, 1995 
Joseph R. Steuart, 33°.....................................................................................October 21, 1987 ............................................. October 17, 1983 
David E. Stocker, 33°.......................................................................................January 10, 1982............................................. October 20, 1975 
Clarence E. Sykes, 33°................................................................................November 11, 1973 ............................................. October 17, 1967 
Jack R. Tutzauer. 33°........................................................................................October 3, 2001 ..........................................November 21, 1997 
 
 * Deputy of the Supreme Council ** Former Deputy of the Supreme Council 

 
 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
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Active Members Supreme Council, Colombia 
Inspectors General Honorary 

 
Person Received 33° K.C.C.H. 
 
Ramiro Arteta Guzman................................................................................................. July 15, 1994.........................................................................? ?  
Jose Montes Hernandez ................................................................................................ July 15, 1994.........................................................................? ?  
Julio Cesar Hernandez .................................................................................................. July 15, 1994.........................................................................? ?  
Eduardo Perez Perez ..................................................................................................... July 15, 1994.........................................................................? ?  
Libardo Garcia Romero ................................................................................................ July 15, 1994.........................................................................? ?  
 
 
 ? ?   The Sovereign Grand Commander waived requirements for K.:C.:C.:H.: 

Knights Commander of the Court of Honor 
 

Jaime E. Alfaro, 32º, K.C.C.H. .............................November 22, 1995 
Richard G. Anderson, 32º, K.C.C.H. ....................... October 17, 1977 
Raymond L. Bennett, 32º, K.C.C.H......................November 22, 1995 
David K. Bishop, 32º, K.C.C.H................................. October 7, 2003 
John N. Caton , 32º, K.C.C.H...............................November 19, 1999 
Benito Colon-Sanchez, 32º, K.C.C.H. ..................November 19, 2005 
Alcus A. Dean, 32º, K.C.C.H................................... October 21, 1985 
William De La Mater, 32º, K.C.C.H.......................... October 7, 2003 
Rudyard Duarte, 32º, K.C.C.H..............................November 19, 2005 
Robert B. Dunn, 32º, K.C.C.H................................... October 7, 2003 
Thomas Fulcher, 32º, K.C.C.H. ................................. October 3, 2001 
Harold H. Harp, 32º, K.C.C.H................................. October 15, 1979 
Stevin C. Helin, 32º, K.C.C.H...............................November 22, 1995 
Michael C. Hevron, 32º, K.C.C.H........................November 22, 1995 

Charles W. Homa, 32º, K.C.C.H..........................November 22, 1995 
Willard W. Huffman, 32º, K.C.C.H.........................October 19, 1965 
Richard M. King, 32º, K.C.C.H. ..............................October 21, 1985 
Calvin M. Landrum, Jr., 32º, K.C.C.H.....................October 19, 1981 
Glen E. Morrell, 32º, K.C.C.H.................................October 19, 1987 
George O'Masta, Jr., 32º, K.C.C.H..........................October 18, 1993 
Melvin J. Nickell, 32º, K.C.C.H. .........................November 19, 2005 
James H. Rheney, 32º, K.C.C.H. .............................October 21, 1963 
Darryl L. Steiner, 32º, K.C.C.H. ..............................October 18, 1993 
Helmut Stoeberl, 32º, K.C.C.H............................November 19, 2005 
Charles H. Taylor, 32º, K.C.C.H..............................October 15, 1973 
Forrest B. Waller, Jr., 32º, K.C.C.H.....................November 22, 1995 
Richard A. Wharry , 32º, K.C.C.H.......................November 19, 1999 
James W. Wood, Jr., 32º, K.C.C.H. .........................October 17, 1983 

 

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION 
 

For those of you who have not heard or read our Presidents proclamation made on Veterans Day, I am proud to include a copy of his 
proclamation in this Orient.  Read it carefully, it says a lot. 
 
 Though the generations, America's men and women in uniform have defeated tyrants, liberated continents, and set a standard of 
courage and idealism for the entire world.  On Veterans Day, our Nation pays tribute to those who have proudly served in our Armed 
Forces.  
 To protect the Nation they love, our veterans stepped forward when America needed them most.  In conflicts around the world, 
their sacrifice and resolve helped destroy the enemies of freedom and saved millions from oppression.  In answering history's call with 
honor, decency, and resolve, our veterans have shown the power of liberty and earned the respect and admiration of a grateful Nation. 
 All of America's veterans have placed our Nation's security before their own lives, creating a debt that we can never fully repay.  
Our veterans represent the best of America, and they deserve the best America can give them. 
 As we recall the service of our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen, we are reminded that the defense of 
freedom comes with great loss and sacrifice.  This Veterans Day, we give thanks to those who have served freedom's cause; we salute the 
members of our  Armed Forces who are confronting our adversaries abroad; and we honor the men and women who left America's 
shores but did not l ive to be thanked as veterans.  They will always be remembered by our country. 
 We respect for and in recognition of the contributions our service men and women have made to the cause of peace and freedom 
around the world, the Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103 (a)) that November 11 of each year shall be set aside as a legal public 
holiday to honor veterans. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, I, GOEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim November 11, 
2006, as Veterans Day and urge all Americans to observe November 5 through November 11, 2006, as National veterans Awareness 
Week.  I encourage all Americans to recognize the valor and sacrifice of our veterans through ceremonies and prayers.  I call upon 
Federal, State, and local officials to display the flag of the United States and to support and participate in patriotic activities in their 
communities.  I invite civic and fraternal organizations, places of worship, schools, businesses, unions, and the media to support this 
national observance with commemorative expressions and programs. 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-first. 
 
        GEORGE W. BUSH 
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Some important facts that you may not know about our Nations Capital 

 
One detail that is not mentioned, in DC, is that there can never be a building of greater height than the Washington 
Monument. 
 
With all the uproar about removing the ten commandments, etc...  This is worth a moment or two of your time.  I 
was not aware of this historical information. 
 
On the aluminum cap, atop the Washington Monument in Washington, DC, are displayed two words: 
Laus Deo.  No one can see these words.  In fact, most visitors to the monument are totally unaware they are even 
there and for that matter, probably couldn't care less. 
 
Once you know Laus Deo's history, you will want to share this with everyone you know.  But these words have 
been there for many years; they are 555 feet, 5.125 inches high, perched top the monument, facing skyward to the 
Father of our nation, overlooking the 69 square miles which comprise the District of Columbia, capital of the 
United Stated of America. 
 
Laus Deo!  Two seemingly insignificant, un-noticed words.  Out of sight and!, one might think, out of mind, but 
very meaningfully placed at the highest point over what is the most powerful city in the most successful nation in 
the wold. 
 
So, what do these two words, in Latin, composed of just four syllables and only seven letters, possibly mean?  Very 
simply, they say “Praise be to God!” 
 
Though construction of this giant obelisk began in 1848, when James Polk was President of the United States, it 
was not until 1888 that the monument was inaugurated and opened to the public.  It took twenty five years to finally 
cap the memorial with a tribute to the Father of our nation, Laus Deo .......Praise be to God!” 
 
From atop this magnificent granite and marble structure, visitors may take in the beautiful  panoramic view of the 
city with its division into four major segments.  From that vantage point, one can also easily see the original plan of 
the designer, Pierre Charles l'Enfant ....a perfect cross imposed upon the landscape, with the White House to the 
north.  The Jefferson Memorial is to the south, the Capitol to the east and the Lincoln Memorial to the west. 
 
A cross you ask?  Why a cross?  What about separation of church and state?  Yes, a cross; separation of church and 
state was not, is not, in the Constitution.  So, read on.  How interesting and, no doubt, intended to carry a profound 
meaning for those who bother to notice. 
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Praise to God!  Within the monument itself are 898 steps and 50 landings.  As one climbs the steps and pauses at 
the landings the memorial stones share a message.  On the 12th Landing is a prayer offered by the City of Baltimore; 
on the 20th is a memorial presented by some Chinese Christians; on the 24th a presentation made by Sunday School 
children from New York and Philadelphia quoting Proverbs 10:7, Luke 18:16 and Proverbs 22:6.  Praise be to 
God! 
 
When the cornerstone of the Washington Monument was laid on July 4th, 1848 deposited within it were many items 
including the Holy Bible presented by the Bible Society.  Praise be to God!  Such was the discipline, the moral 
direction, and the spiritual mood given by the founder and first President of our unique democracy.  “One Nation, 
Under God.” 
 
I am awed by Washington's prayer for America.  Have you never read it?  Well, now is your unique opportunity, so 
read on! 
 
“Almighty God; We make our earnest prayer that Thou wilt keep the United States in Thy holy protection; that 
Thou wilt incline the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience to government; and 
entertain a brotherly affection and love one another and for their fellow citizens of the United States at large.  And 
finally that Thou wilt most graciously be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy, and to demean 
ourselves with that charity, humility, and pacific temper of mind which were the characteristics of the Divine 
Author of our blessed religion, and without a humble imitation of whose example in these things we can never hope 
to be a happy nation.  Grant our supplication, we beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.” 
 
Laus Deo! 
 
When one stops to observe the inscriptions found in public places all over our nation's capitol, he or she will easily 
find the signature of God, as it is unmistakably inscribed everywhere you look.  You may forget the width and 
height of “Laus Deo”, its location, or the architects but no one who reads this will be able to forget its meaning, or 
these words:  “Unless the Lord builds the house its builders labor in vain.  Unless the Lord watches over the city, 
the watchmen stand guard in vain.”  (Psalm 127:1) 
 
 

Washington Monument Capstone  
 

LAUS DEO 
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 In Memoriam 

 
 

 
 

Jerome B Kaufman, 32° 
August 23, 2004 in St. Cloud, FL 

 
 
 

George D Webb, 32º 
February 14, 2005 in Jupiter, FL 

 
 
 

Robert E Dean, Jr., 32° 
May 24, 2005 in Somerville, AL 

 
 
 

John L Smith, 32º 
September, 2005 in Wilmore, KY 

 
 
 

Bradford F Muse, 32º 
January 17, 2006 in Lakeport, CA 

 
 
 

Richard K Dudgeon, 32º 
February 20, 2006 in Homewood, IL 

 
 
 

Dannie Cooper, 32º 
February 21, 2006 in Chiriqui, Rep. of Panama 

 
 
 

John W R Muller, 32° 
February 23, 2006 in Deland, FL 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ralph H Paul, 32º 
March 6, 2006 in Panama, Rep. of Panama 

 
 
 

Harold J Million, 32º, K.C.C.H 
April 23, 2006 in DeBarry, FL 

 
 
 

Ray W Wheeler, Sr., 32º 
July 19, 2006 in Hudson, FL 

 
 
 

Aldon Fulcher, 32º, K.C.C.H 
August 2, 2006 in Bradenton, FL 

 
 
 

Henry K Johnstone, 32° 
August 20, 2006 in Pinellas Park, FL 

 
 
 

Edgar B Bristol, 32° 
September 13, 2006 in Dunnellon, FL 

 
 
 

Ralph C Plummer, 32° 
August 26, 2006 in Maine 

 
 
 

Marshall Keith Sr., 32° 
October 20, 2006 in Mobile, AL 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Illustrious Lee Kariger, 33º  
 

Born:  March 30, 1912 
Deceased:  December 27, 2005 

 
Received the 14º on January 16, 1954 

Received the 18º on February 20, 1954 
Received the 30º on March 20, 1954 
Received the 32º on April 17, 1954 

 
Invested with Rank and Decoration of 

Knight Commander of the Court of Honour 
October 17, 1961 

 
Coronated an Inspector General Honorary 
and received the Thirty-Third Degree on 

March 6, 1966 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Illustrious Norman Gillis,  33º  
 

Born:  December 17, 1930 
Deceased:  April 8, 2006 

 
Received the 14º on January 16, 1971 

Received the 18º on February 20, 1971 
Received the 30º on March 20, 1971 
Received the 32º on April 17, 1971 

 
Invested with Rank and Decoration of 

Knight Commander of the Court of Honour 
October 19, 1981 

 
Coronated an Inspector General Honorary 
and received the Thirty-Third Degree on 

October 10, 1995 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Illustrious Thomas Charles Peterson, 33º 
 

Born:  January 14, 1931 
Deceased:  October 20, 2006 

 
Received the 14º on July 18, 1959 

Received the 18º on August 15, 1959 
Received the 30º on March 18, 1960 
Received the 32º on April 16, 1960 

 
Invested with Rank and Decoration of 

Knight Commander of the Court of Honour 
October 19, 1965 

 
Coronated an Inspector General Honorary 
and received the Thirty-Third Degree on 

January 11, 1970 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Illustrious Manuel Michael Progana, 33º  
 

Born:  February 28, 1925 
Deceased:  November 3, 2006 

 
Received the 14º on January 15, 1977 

Received the 18º on February 19, 1977 
Received the 30º on March 19, 1977 
Received the 32º on April 16, 1977 

 
Invested with Rank and Decoration of 

Knight Commander of the Court of Honour 
October 19, 1987 

 
Coronated an Inspector General Honorary 
and received the Thirty-Third Degree on 

October 10, 1995 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Coming Events 
Mark your calendar now! 

 
Lodge of Perfection Business Meeting – February 10, 9:30 a.m. 

 
Lodge of Perfection Business Meeting - March 10, 9:30 a.m. 

 
Biannual Reunion - Friday & Saturday, March 16th – 17th 

 
Lodge of Perfection Business Meeting - April 14, 9:30 a.m. 

 
  Lodge of Perfection Business Meeting - May 12, 9:30 a.m. 

 
Lodge of Perfection Business Meeting - June 9, 9:30 a.m. 

 
 

Panama Canal Scottish Rite Bodies 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite 
Apartado 0843-00917, Balboa, Republic of Panama 

 

 

Darryl Dalley, 32° 
Secretary/Recorder/Registrar 

      
Address Correction Requested 


